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Urban
History and
the Takings
Clause

Professor Molly Brady
Associate Professor of Law

Since deciding to become
a law professor, I've been in-
trigued by bits of lost urban his-
tory and what that history can
teach us about law. Studying
a city and its development can
reveal failed legal strategies, the
political economy of local deci-
sions, or the forgotten novelty
of legal rules and doctrines that
we take for granted. About four
years ago, while reading a book
for pleasure, I came across a
picture that stopped me in my
tracks. It depicted a house on
top of what looked like a cliff,
accompanied by a short by-
line noting that people often
weren’t compensated when the
streets in front of their homes
were lowered (in some cases by
close to one hundred feet). At
the time, I was a PhD student,
and I was about to go on the ac-
ademic job market to become a
professor. Though many of my
advisors were slightly worried
about my newfound passion for
nineteenth-century roadways, I
decided to spend the remainder
of my doctoral years investigat-
ing “street grading”: an era of
American infrastructural devel-
opment in which municipal and
state officials leveled streets to
reduce the cost of street and
train transportation. By rais-
ing and lowering the streets to
make them level, these officials
inflicted devastating injuries on
property that the law needed
to grow to accommodate. In a
series of Virginia Law Review
articles—one accepted before
my arrival here and one forth-
coming this spring—I have
been exploring what the legal
responses to grading teach us
about property, land use, and
constitutional law.

The first of my articles, “Prop-
erty’s Ceiling: State Courts
and the Expansion of Takings
Clause Property,” explored one
set of responses to the crisis
posed by street grading. Early
on, many jurisdictions did not
award the landowners sudden-
ly stranded by grading projects
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The Shape of

Justice

Kristen Clarke, President and Executive Director of the National Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law

Photo courtesy of University of Virginia School of Law

Ryan Snow ‘18
(he/him/his)
Guest Columnist

It’s not always easy to keep
in mind why we’re in law
school. However we plan to
use our education, the daily
demands associated with get-
ting that education often dis-
tract us from our goals and
the values that inform them.
The law school institution it-
self, for better and for worse,
can feel isolated from the re-
al-world issues that inspired
and continue to inspire so
many of us to become law-
yers.

On Friday and Saturday,
February 2 and 3, the second
annual Shaping Justice Con-
ference brought together stu-
dents, attorneys, and advo-
cates from around the country
who are dedicated to trans-
forming the law in order to
advance justice for all people.
This year’s conference, titled
“Shaping Justice in an Age
of Uncertainty,” gave attend-
ees a chance to engage with
some of the greatest and most
pressing challenges facing
our nation and legal system
today, and to hear from and
connect with practitioners
working on the front lines of
the fight for civil rights and
equal justice.

Panels tackled a broad
range of issues, including
the absence of justice for
the Black community; vot-
ing rights; the intersection of
reproductive and racial jus-
tice; environmental racism
and climate change; violence
against trans people of color;
and the use of “big data” anal-
ysis in the criminal justice
system. Workshops and ple-

nary panels focused on giving
students concrete tools for
self-care and sustainable law-
yering; navigating law school
with values and spirit intact;
maximizing opportunities to
work on justice issues as a
firm lawyer; and a legal ob-
server training on safeguard-
ing the constitutional rights
of protesters.

A key feature of the Shap-
ing Justice Conference was its
emphasis on integrating legal
and non-legal perspectives.
As a lawyer serving the pub-
lic, and especially serving vul-
nerable communities with a
variety of needs, it is not suf-
ficient to work only within the
legal system. Lawyers must
learn to work with organizers
and activists within the client
community to identify strate-
gies that balance addressing
immediate needs with build-
ing effective litigation, which
can often take years and itself
require close coordination
with, and balancing interests
between, diverse stakehold-
ers.

“For me, one of the most
incredible aspects of the con-
ference was the opportunity
to hear from practitioners
who are really on the front
lines of such a diverse array of
fields, and to learn about how
they envision those fields’ fu-
tures,” said Cameron Duncan
’19, one of the main confer-
ence organizers. “During the
Environmental Racism panel
for example, Professor Mar-
ily Nixon of the University
of Pittsburgh School of Law
spoke about the increasing
importance of environmental
lawyers and activists work-
ing to address the human re-

percussions of global climate
change, in addition to con-
tinuing to combat the sources
of environmental harms. She
noted that, as a result of ris-
ing water levels alone, by the
year 2100 more than 400 cit-
ies and towns in the U.S. will
be uninhabitable, no matter
what we do now to reduce
emission of greenhouse gas-
ses. That absolutely blew my
mind.” Much of that panel’s
discussion tackled the com-
plex legal, social, and eco-
nomic challenges associated
with relocating entire com-
munities as they are dis-
placed by anthropogenic cli-
mate change, which is already
being undertaken in coastal
regions in Alaska and along
the Gulf and Atlantic Coasts.
Another key feature of the
conference was its emphasis
on issues facing communi-
ties underserved by the legal
community, and on confront-
ing the ways in which the le-
gal system, its doctrines, and
the way they are tradition-
ally taught privilege certain
perspectives—particularly
wealthy, white, male, and
hetero perspectives—over
others. “The Shaping Jus-
tice Conference is important
because it raises the collec-
tive consciousness of the law
school about social justice is-
sues, and helps set a culture of
inclusion,” said Toccara Nel-
son '19, who helped organize
two panels co-sponsored by
the Black Law Students Asso-
ciation. “I felt our panels were
excellent in highlighting legal
issues facing the marginal-
ized, such as communities of
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around north
grounds

Thumbs up to the
Super Bowl. ANG
still isn’t sure who
won, but the riots in
Philadelphia were pretty good.

Thumbs up to
those 1L journal try-
outs coming down
the pipe. The snakes
ANG keeps under the WB
floorboards feed off 1L anxi-
ety, and have been growing a
little hangry since the break.
@ the Libel Show. On

the one hand, ANG
loves to perform, on the other

hand, ANG was counting on
getting ANG’s own trailer.

Thumbs sideways
to ANG being cast in

Thumbs up to Ky-
lie Jenner announc-
ing the birth of her
baby girl during the
Super Bowl to avoid extrane-
ous press. However, ANG has
a Google alert on all of the
Kardashians and was able to
‘keep up’ at the same pace that
the Pats failed to present a de-
fense.

Thumbs down to
United Airlines for
refusing to allow
ANG’s  emotional
support peacock to board
ANG’s plane. ANG is consid-
ering seeking an injunction
requiring United to purchase
ANG another emotional sup-
port peacock. Two emotional
support peacocks are better
than one.

Thumbs up to
the tax cut. Sure,
the Dow’s down ten
percent and ANG

can’t pay for ANG’s health
insurance anymore, but the
$1.50-and-a-box-of-Twinkies
per week raise ANG gets now
are pretty sweet.

Thumbs down
to the recent spate
of Amtrak crashes
and derailments

throughout the region. ANG
was supposed to have a mo-
nopoly on trainwrecks.

Thumbs up to the

“ice pellets” this past

weekend. ANG al-

ways wanted weather

that both sounds like a gour-

met dog food and causes phys-
ical pain.

Thumbs down
to the groundhog
seeing his shadow.
Again. Couldn’t you

just close your eyes or some-
thing, Phil? ANG does it all the
time in morning classes.

Thumbs up to Rep.

Devin Nunes (R-CA)

and #TheMemo!

ANG sent a copy to

Joe Fore to show him that
ANG’s memo wasn’t “the
worst memo in the history of

memos.”
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Comparative Studies in the City of Love

The wonderful Audrey
Hepburn once said, “Paris is
always a good idea.” As a 1L

. W

Briana Echols
(she/her/hers) ‘20
Guest Columnist

with no real in-

sight, admitted-

ly this was the

biggest piece of

advice I relied on when sign-
ing up for the French Public
and Private Law course—
otherwise known as “the Par-
is J-Term.” Granted, I had
heard a few times previously
that many legal systems in
Europe varied greatly from
the U.S.: an inquisitorial
versus adversarial system.
What that meant exactly or
rather what an inquisitorial
system “looked like,” was a
bit beyond me. Therefore,
I figured it would be a good
chance to do a little traveling
and find out first hand.

The first night in Paris, I
was joined by ten students
from my UVa cohort and our
professor, Madame Goré, for
dinner. While I didn’t brave
up and finally try escargot
(something I've been trying
to convince myself to do for a
while), I can confirm French
onion soup is even better in
France—go figure! What I
enjoyed more than the food,
however, was getting to
know my fellow classmates
and instructor in a more in-
timate and authentic setting.
The restaurant, La Petite
Chaise, was founded in 1680,
making it the oldest restau-
rant in Paris. Madame Goré
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any damages or compensation.
In fact, these abutting owners
were often charged money in
the form of assessments to fi-
nance the grading projects that
essentially forced them to aban-
don their homes. In that article,
I discuss an interesting judicial
response to the perceived injus-
tice of giving affected owners
nothing: several courts, begin-
ning with Ohio, began recogniz-
ing a “right of access” that they
treated as a property interest.
By recognizing access rights as
property, grading projects that
eliminated a property owner’s
ability to conveniently access
their homes and stores took
property for public use, render-
ing the property owners enti-
tled to compensation under the
state and federal constitutions.
This development is interesting
for a lot of reasons, but—as any
student of mine will know—I
love questions about institu-
tional capacity. Most scholars
who study property think that
the definition of property rights
is a good subject for legisla-
tures, who have informational
and logistical advantages over
courts. But the invention of the
“right of access” is an outlier: a
new property right formed by
a court, ostensibly because leg-
islatures could not be trusted
to do the right thing. For de-
cades, legislatures behaved
badly by foreclosing avenues
for property owners to obtain
compensation. It is particularly
troubling that several grading
projects were instrumentally
used to clear neighborhoods
of “undesirable” people: rather
than use eminent domain to

also informed us we were
the smallest class in her ten
years of teaching the course
— most years consisted of
about twenty or so students.

For the next eight days, my

The curriculum could best
be described as an introduc-
tion to comparative stud-
ies, where the similarities
and differences between the
French and U.S. legal sys-

development of the EU from
France’s perspective and
predictions of how the EU’s
relationship with its vari-
ous countries is expected to
progress.

Briana Echols in front of the Eiffel Tower

Photo courtesy of Briana Echols

classmates and I attended
our “small section” lectures,
went on field trips, and had
more than ample time to in-
dependently explore the city.
For five of the nine days,
Madame Goré gave tradi-
tional two-hour lectures.

condemn a low-income or im-
migrant neighborhood, which
would be expensive, legislators
could just initiate a regrade in
the area, forcing people out of
their homes with no payment
and clearing the way for more
desirable development. In such
circumstances, I argue, courts
are actually institutionally well

tems were examined. The
course offered insight into
some unique features of
French law and government
that had evolved from cul-
tural and historical facets of
the French state over time.
We also briefly discussed the

I explore a second response to
grading issues: twenty-seven
states amended or drafted con-
stitutional provisions meant to
address the types of consequen-
tial damages caused by these
activities. In most cases, this
involved adding language to the
standard takings clause: these
states often prohibit property

Occasionally after our lec-
tures, the class would go on
field trips. We were given
private tours at the Con-
seil d’Etat (state council)
and Conseil Constitution-
nel (constitutional council).
These entities could wvery

argued that it was unfair that
someone suffering a de minimis
appropriation of land would get
compensation, but someone
who lost 90% of their property
value because of a non-appro-
priative activity (like a nearby
regrade) would receive noth-
ing. The language was remark-
ably popular. Strikingly, every

An example of the practice of “grading.”

Photo courtesy of The City of Seattle, Office of the City Clerk

positioned to step in and create
new forms of property to pro-
tect landowners from political
failures—even though legisla-
tures may be the best creators
of property rights in other in-
stances.

The second article, currently
titled “The Damagings Claus-
es,” is forthcoming this May in
the Law Review. In this article,

from being “taken or damaged”
for public use without just com-
pensation. I have unearthed
hundreds of pages of state con-
stitutional convention debates
indicating the hopes of the draft-
ers and the concerns of those
opposed to the new language.
By and large, the language won
out when introduced: drafters
of these damagings provisions

single state that entered the
Union after 1870 adopted the
language, with the exception of
Idaho. But in the article, I dis-
cuss a surprising fact: in most
states, the language has nearly
no meaning, adding no protec-
tion for property owners above
the protection of the standard,
federal Takings Clause. I ex-
plore how the meaning of these

loosely be likened to our Su-
preme Court and Congress.
Simply put, the Conseil
d’Etat presides over public
matters (which does not in-
clude the criminal system),
giving advice on policies to
the government and par-
liament while also settling
disputes involving public
agencies. The Conseil Con-
stitutionnel, on the other
hand, supervises -elections
and determines if passed
laws and bills fall in line with
the French constitution.

On days when there were
no field trips, we were left
to our own devices and able
to explore the city. This was
the first time I had trav-
eled to Paris, so of course I
did all of the very obnoxious
and “touristy” things, e.g.
the Louvre, the Eiffel Tower
and the Palace of Versailles.
I also explored several res-
taurants with my classmates,
which made for great bond-
ing time. It is a given that
Paris is a beautiful city with
centuries of history behind
it. All T have to offer on that
notion is it does indeed live
up to its reputation. On my
flight home, I reflected with
surprise on the amount of in-
formation I had garnered in
just a few days, and how fun
it was to learn it all. For any-
one who enjoys interactive
learning, and having a bit of
fun while doing it, I'd highly
recommend the French Pub-
lic and Private Law J-Term
course.

besat@virginia.edu

provisions was lost over time
through judicial interpretation,
and I argue that the language
should be given more meaning
than it currently has. The ar-
ticle is getting some interesting
buzz—I was recently presenting
at the ALI-CLE conference for
eminent domain practitioners
in Charleston, South Carolina,
where it was discussed at sev-
eral panels and where several
attorneys told me they plan to
cite it in upcoming briefs. More
excitingly, I think that judges
seem receptive to revisiting
this forgotten language. Last
fall, a Georgia Supreme Court
justice wrote a concurrence in
which he suggested revisiting
the differences between Geor-
gia’s damagings clause and the
federal takings clause in light of
the linguistic difference. Here
in Virginia, at an oral argument
last summer, one of the state
Supreme Court justices noted
“the big difference [between the
federal and the Virginia state
takings provisions] is the word
‘damage.’ That’s a huge concep-
tual difference.” T am excited
to see if the idea gets picked
up and causes courts to revisit
their state constitutional inter-
pretations.

I continue to be fascinated
by questions of urban history
and infrastructure; my current
projects involve seventeenth-
century roadways, eighteenth-
century boundary markers, and
nineteenth-century railroads.
And T am always on the lookout
for pictures and examples that
suggest there is property history
to be explored. If you have any,
you know where to find me!

mbrady@law.virginia.edu
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The Kennedy Bust: What We Know

The beginning of this semes-
ter saw the conclusion of the
law library’s most perplexing
Greg Ranzini ‘18 ;
(he/him/his)
News Editor

mystery:  what
happened to the
Kennedy Bust?
With the installa-
tion of a replacement, the alcove
near the Gunner Pit once again
has its intended centerpiece.
Still, questions linger for the 3Ls
and faculty who remember the
original. In a series of interviews
conducted over the last two
weeks, the Law Weekly set out
to answer them.

What bust, again?

For years the alcove to the
right of the front entrance to the
Caplin Reading Room has con-
tained a small bronze bust of the
late Sen. Robert F. Kennedy ‘51.
The glass plate in the back of the
alcove is etched with an excerpt
from RFK’s celebrated “Ripple
of Hope” speech, which he de-
livered to the National Union
of South African Students in
1966. The original bust and its
replacement are replicas of a
statue of RFK made by sculp-
tor Robert Berks, known for the
monumental statue of John F.
Kennedy that stands outside the
Kennedy Center, the Albert Ein-
stein Memorial at the National
Academy of Sciences, and the
Fred Rogers Memorial in Pitts-
burgh. Both statues were donat-
ed to the law school by Ethel S.
Kennedy, RFK’s widow. Taylor
Fitchett, who retired as direc-
tor of the law library this past

JUSTICE
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color and the LGBTQIA com-
munities, and that is what
this conference is about.”

Many students expressed
the importance of the law
school hosting a conference
dedicated to public service.
“Shaping Justice was an in-
credible experience, and I am
very grateful that the Univer-
sity of Virginia School of Law
makes it clear that they sup-
port public interest students
by hosting this conference,”
said Molly Cain ’20. “To me,
the 1L curriculum can often
feel very removed from what I
want to work on, and Shaping
Justice was the exact energiz-
ing force I needed to remind
myself why I am in law school.
It was awesome to hear first-
hand about the work public
interest lawyers actually get to
do, and to remember that I'm
in law school so that I too can
do that very needed work.”
This sentiment was echoed
by Halima Nguyen 18, who
helped organize a panel co-
sponsored by If/When/How.
“It was a humbling experi-
ence to be surrounded by so
many people who have done
such awe-inspiring work,
and to get the opportunity to
learn from their experiences
in the field. I left the confer-
ence with a renewed sense of
purpose and passion for my
advocacy work.”

The annual conference is
sponsored by the Public In-
terest Law Association, Pro-
gram in Law and Public Ser-
vice, and Mortimer Caplin
Public Service Center, with

Wednesday, recalls that she was
asked by then-Dean Robert E.
Scott to find a suitable place in
the library to display the statue
as a new employee, some time
around the year 2000.

What happened to the origi-

Bust and no bust
Photo courtesy of Law Weekly

nal?

By all indications, somebody
stoleitlate on the night of March
27 or in the early morning of
March 28, 2016. The admin-
istration did not announce the
theft as such to the student body
at that time; still, Assistant Dean
for Building Services Gregory

individual panels and work-
shops organized primarily by
student groups. The confer-
ence is part of a broader move
to increase investment in the
public service community
and opportunities available at
the law school, with the goal
of making UVa Law the na-
tion’s premier destination for
students interested in public
service.

“I was inspired and reju-
venated by the Shaping Jus-
tice Conference—from the
energy and dedication of our
students to the passionate
and zealous advocacy of our
panelists, alumni, and key-
note speaker,” said Crystal
Shin ’10, Assistant Profes-
sor of Law, Director of the
Program in Law and Public
Service, and one of the main
organizers of the conference.
“It is my hope that everyone
who attended our conference
was inspired and encouraged
to continue to fight the good
fight in order to advance jus-
tice for all.”

This year’s keynote speaker
was Kristen Clarke, President
and Executive Director of the
National Lawyers’ Commit-
tee for Civil Rights Under
Law, one of the nation’s old-
est and most successful civil
rights organizations. Clarke’s
address highlighted the myr-
iad challenges now facing
civil rights advocates and the
communities they serve, in-
cluding a renewed assault on
voting rights; a resurgence
of white supremacist groups;
crises of discrimination in
the criminal justice system
from policing to mass incar-
ceration; and the current ad-
ministration’s retreat from

Streit tells the Law Weekly, the
University filed a police report
on the same day. Fmr. Direc-
tor Fitchett gives the same ac-
count, expressing consternation
that the thieves would go to the
trouble of stealing a bronze that

was literally nailed to its pedes-
tal. Although the bust’s theft has
been treated as established fact
by the student body for nearly
two years, this is, to the best of
the Law Weekly’s knowledge,
the first official confirmation
that the University regards the
statue as stolen.

civil rights enforcement and
pattern of appointing federal
judges who are openly hos-
tile to civil rights. Clarke de-
scribed in detail some of the

From left to right: 2018 Shaping Justice Award recipients Jeff Kerr ‘87, Jeree

Where did the replacement
come from?

Joby Ryan ‘o5 described
procuring the replacement

in an interview with the Law
Weekly last week. According
to Mr. Ryan, the process was

instigated by Peter Vincent ‘95
who learned that the statue was
missing this past spring and
asked Mr. Ryan to investigate.
Mr. Ryan set about trying to find
the statue on the open market—
entertaining the possibility that
the thieves might still be trying
to fence it. He also opened dia-

gaged attendees in thinking
creatively about how to meet
these challenges.

The conference also hon-
ored UVa Law_alumni who

Thomas '11, and Kim Rolla "13. Photo courtesy of Ryan Snow

efforts of the Lawyers’ Com-
mittee and other groups to
safeguard civil rights, and en-

have dedicated their careers
to public service. Jeff Kerr
87 was honored with the

logues with alumni who might
be interested in replacing the
piece.

The team working on the
project ultimately included Mr.
Ryan, Mr. Vincent, Director
Fitchett, Greg Henning ‘05 Law
School Foundation CEO Lou Al-
varez, and Prof. Emeritus David
A. Martin. Mr. Henning, in turn,
reached out to one of his child-
hood friends, Rep. Joe Kennedy
I1I. Ultimately, Ethel S. Kenne-
dy and the Robert F. Kennedy
Human Rights Foundation do-
nated the replacement.

Says Mr. Ryan, “We're grate-
ful to Peter Vincent for pushing
it along, and also to Greg Hen-
ning, Class of ‘05, for keeping
it in the front of our mind. This
was a team effort inspired by
our alumni.”

How is the new bust different
from the old one?

According to Director Fitch-
ett, the replacement bust, con-
trary to some 3Ls’ perceptions,
isslightlylargerthan the old one.
It is displayed on a black stone
base with a prominent chip in
one corner—not a mistake, as it
turns out, but a designed-in fea-
ture of that production run. In
all other respects, it is identical.
A pair of small plaques on its
base provide more information
on its provenance and donation.

That’'s a pretty cool bust.
Where can I get one?

Please don’t steal the Ken-
nedy bust in the library. If you
want your own, replicas of the
bust can occasionally be found
at auction. Purists, however,
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Shaping Justice Award for
Extraordinary Achievement
for his 25 years of service as
General Counsel to People
for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA). Kerr de-
scribed his passion for animal
rights as stemming from the
knowledge that non-human
animals share many of the
same experiences, feelings,
and social behaviors as hu-
mans, and paired his prom-
ise to continue working for
animal rights with a plea to
treat non-human animals as
we would want to be treated
ourselves.

This year’s Shaping Justice
Rising Star Award was given
to two outstanding recipi-
ents, Jeree Thomas 11, Policy
Director of the Campaign for
Youth Justice, and Kim Rolla
’13, Housing Team Coordina-
tor/Attorney at the Legal Aid
Justice Center and a Lecturer
at the Law School. Thomas
brought the room to tears with
a stirring acceptance speech
in which she described her
perspective on life as a daily
gift in having the opportunity
to serve others, and service to
others as the ultimate expres-
sion of love. Rolla followed
with her similarly inspiring
frame of public service as a
gift of personal growth—that
you cannot do this work with-
out being changed by it, and
that by doing it honestly and
consistent with our values, we
become better people.

The complete conference
program with panel and
speaker details is available
at  pilaatuva.weebly.com/
program.html

rrss5sb@vuirginia.edu
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Halfway There, Living on a Prayer: 2L. Midway Toast

On Wednesday evening,
Dean Risa Golubuff gathered
with the UVa Law Faculty to
Kim Hopkin ‘19
(she/her/hers)
Columns Editor

toast the Class
of 2019 class for [g
their past suc-
cess and future
accomplishments during the
Midway Toast. After enjoy-
ing some light hors d’oerves,
the champagne started flow-
ing, and students began to
mingle with professors and
catch up with old section
mates. For many, it was a
chance to reconnect with old
1L small-section friends with
whom they no longer shared
an identical class schedule.

A few minutes into the
function, the crowd went qui-
et as Dean Golubuff started
a short speech. She told the
crowd that she was delighted
by the amount of people that
came to celebrate the third
annual Midway Toast before
remarking on the impor-
tance of celebrating how far
we’ve come. Since the begin-
ning and end of law school
are shrouded in customs and
ceremony, she thought it
was only fitting that we have
a little ceremony celebrating
‘the middle.” “Just think,”
she reminded the class, “the
time you’'ve spent here is the
same amount of time you
have left.”

Then, Dean Golubuff ob-
served that 2L year seems
to be a year where students

were constantly “looking
out[side]” the school. Be-
tween finding jobs and look-
ing for clerkships, students
don’t often get to spend time
with their section mates
from 1L and can feel isolat-
ed. She then reminded the
2L class how much they’ve

students really do learn to
“think like a lawyer.”

Dean Golubuff encouraged
the 2Ls to take stock of how
they feel they've developed.
If you feel like you want to
broaden your legal horizons,
deepen your understanding
of a specific type of law, or

true lawyer. “This is what
the outside world thinks a
lawyer is,” she said, holding
her hands about six inches
apart. Spreading her arms
wide she said, “This is what
a lawyer actually is.”

Ending with a short but
generous charge from the

i

2Ls join Queen Golubuff for a memorable photo opportunity
Photo courtesy of Law Weekly

grown since first arriving at
law school barely more than
a year and a half ago, recall-
ing a 2L who recently admit-
ted to her that they’d been
surprised to find that law

change entirely, then, ac-
cording to the Dean, now is
the time to make the change
and to try new things. She
thinks two years simply isn’t
enough time to become a

HOT
BENCH

Shruthi Prabhu 19
(she/her/hers)

1. Have you ever had a
nickname? What?

A lot of my friends call me
“Shruth.” But when I was in
fifth grade, my teacher kept
saying “speak the shruth,”
which was the handle for my
first email address and now
pretty much all of my social
media.

2. What is your favorite
word?

I don’t think I really have a
favorite word, because it re-
ally depends on how I'm feeling
that day. Sometimes my favor-
ite word of the day is “substan-
tive,” another day it’s “expo-
nential,” and sometimes, just to
make people mad, it’s “moist.”

3. Where did you grow
up?

I have lived in a lot of places
growing up. I was born in In-
dia, moved to the Bay Area in
California when I was one year
old, lived there for about elev-

en years, then moved to Plano,
Texas (a suburb of Dallas) and
spent the other half of my life
there!

4. If you could meet one
celebrity, who would it be
and why?

I would love to meet Demi
Lovato. I recently watched her
documentary on Netflix, and
I love how candid she is about
her troubles and the less ro-
manticized aspects about being
a celebrity. Plus, she just seems
really fun to be around.

5. If you owned a sports
team, what/who would be
the mascot?

It would be a golden retriever
for sure. We probably wouldn’t
win anything, but at least we’d
be loved.

6. If you were a superhe-
ro, what would your super-
power be?

Time control, so that I would
never make any bad decisions,
I could try anything and if it
turned out badly, I would just
rewind and do over. I could ex-
perience EVERYTHING in life.

7. What’s something you
wish you’d known about
law school before coming
to UVa?

I wish I had known that peo-
ple become different people
once they’re 2Ls (different in a
good way). A lot of people tend
to redeem themselves once the
stresses of 1L are a thing of the
past.

8. What’s your most in-
teresting two-truths-and-a-
lie? (And what’s the lie?)

My grandpa was the first man

in South India to receive his
PhD in English Literature and
is a professor at a rural col-
lege for women because he had
four daughters and believes in
women’s right to an education.
My family almost went bank-
rupt many years ago, so I know
what it’s like to be afraid about
money every day. If I could
pick between a dog and a cat, I
would pick a cat every time (the
biggest lie in the world).

9. If you could live any-
where, where would it be?

I would pick Prague. I just
visited it a few weeks ago and
absolutely fell in love. I also
saw an office for Weil there,
so maybe that’ll be my future
plan.

10. What’s the best (or
worst!) PG-rated pick-up
line you’ve ever heard?

I once heard a guy at a bar
say, “Do you like raisins? How
do you feel about a date?” I re-
ally hope the girl said yes.

11. Ifthe Law School had
yearbook awards, what
would you want to win?

If the Law School had year-
book awards, I would want
to win “most likely to stay in
touch with her close friends
from school.”

12. If you could make
one law that everyone had
to follow, what would it
be?

If I could make one law, I
would tell people theyre re-
quired to think before they said
anything potentially offensive/
racist/malicious, to make sure
the receiving person wouldn’t
take it the wrong way.

Dean, the Class of 2019
toasted and cheered each
other, taking quick sips from
their champagne flutes.
Overall, the 2Ls seemed
to appreciate the opportu-

BUST

continued from page 3

may wish to receive the bust as
a gift from the RFK Foundation.
This, too, is possible! Recipients
of the Robert F. Kennedy Book
Award receive the same bust as
the one on display in the library,
chipped pedestal and all, as well
as a $2,500 cash prize. Interest-
ed parties can also apply for the
Robert F. Kennedy Journalism
Award, which carries a $1,000
prize, but does not come with
the bust.

On an entirely unrelated

nity to gather and take a
short break from the brisk
start of the new spring se-
mester. Carly Crist, 2L, said,
“It was nice to acknowledge
the halfway point of our law
school career.” Alicia Penn,
2L, agreed, “It’s flown by!”
Professors were also buoy-
ant following the mid-week
celebration. Professor Kim
Ferzan remarked that, “It’s
so wonderful to get to cel-
ebrate the fact that my little
1Ls are now halfway through
their law school career.”

Other students focused
on their future. Alison Mal-
kowski, 2L, said, “Dean Gol-
uboff told us to use this time
to check out all of the places
in Charlottesville that we've
been meaning to get to for
a year and half, and she’s
right. Frankly, I would really
like to go wherever they got
the sauce for the chicken.”
No matter what your focus,
the future seems bright (and
close) for UVa School of Law
Class of 2019.

knh3zd@virginia.edu

note, the Law Weekly accepts
student-written letters, articles,
and columns on a weekly basis.
Submissions are due by Sunday
night each week for publication
on Wednesday, and entitle writ-
ers to free pizza at that week’s
meeting, held on Monday at 5
p.m. in the Law Weekly’s offices
in Slaughter Hall 279. You can
also join the paper as an editor
and get free pizza every week in
exchange for proofreading a few
articles.

gpr7gx@uirginia.edu

Be a part of
Virginia Law
history.

Join the Law Weekly. We need editors,

writers, photographers, and cartoonists.
Pizza and law school gossip gratis.

Mondays at 5:00 pm in SL279
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How the Health Law Association is Changing the
Game at UVa Law

This past year, no student
organization has generated
more discussion on campus

Virginia Health Law Association
(they/them/theirs)

than Health law Association
(HLA), which went from rela-
tive obscurity to becoming the
campus’ hottest student org.
Keep reading for more on this
popular and sometimes con-
troversial organization and
their plans for this semester.

How long has Health Law
Association been around?

Some say that HLA existed
before the Law School, but we
don’t think that’s important.
Chicken/egg,  egg/chicken?
What matters is that HLA is
still here and stronger than
ever. We’re continuing to gen-
erate buzz on campus. For ex-
ample, in September we had a
general interest meeting where
we offered free pizza and a free
side salad. Who does that, just
give away free food like that to
the masses? It’s crazy, but it’s
what we’re all about: inclu-
sion and acceptance. It’s our
cornerstone, really. Yeah, we
draw an inevitable contrast
to UVa charging $65 to go to
Barrister’s. Does that make
us more inclusive than UVa?
Hey, you said it, not us.

What are the goals of the or-
ganization?

We want to be the best—it’s
that simple, really. Consider
Law Review. We all know
how badly 1Ls hope to make
Law Review; our goal is that
in the next few years, people
will want to join HLA with
that same sort of fervor. And
to be honest, we’re practically
there already. We understand
that we dominate the social
scene here at UVa, and it’s not
lost on us that we throw the
most impressive career panels
and talks. So going forward,
we just want the recognition
amongst the Charlottesville
community of today’s reality:
we are the top dog.

We also hope to reach one
million likes on Facebook
in 2019. Currently, we have
140 likes, so we are not quite
there yet. But with our #road-
toonemillion campaign, we

anticipate reaching one mil-
lion likes by December. Who

board barren, standing in soli-
darity with all those who lack

news: we have so much more
for our haters to be mad at—

The barren HLA bulletin board. Nothing will be posted on it until there is no longer a lack of suitable drinking water in

this world. Photo courtesy of HLA
knows—the sky is our limit
at HLA. Like us at facebook.
com/HLAatUVA.

Lastly, we hope to eradicate
the problem of a lack of suit-
able drinking water in this
world. There has been a lot
of conversation on campus
about why the HLA bulletin
board is blank. It’s not out of
laziness; we’re making a state-
ment here. There are currently
844 million people without
suitable drinking water in this
world. Safe water should not
be a privilege of only those
who are rich or live in urban
metropolises. Thus, until that
number hits zero, we at HLA
will continue Kkeeping our

access.

Why should people join?

To be part of something
truly elite. HLA is greater than
any one person. We provide
a forum in which students,
academics, professionals, and
community partners with
an interest in health law can
collaborate to enhance our
understanding of the health
law practice and advance the
health and wellness of our
communities.

Moreover, if you're not with
us, you're against us. And be-
lieve us when we say HLA
is not an enemy you want to
have. We know we have hat-
ers (we’re not dumb). But bad
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just be patient. A wolf doesn’t
lose sleep over the opinion of
sheep.

Just read what our members
have to say:

“It’s funny—you read about
Jonestown and you can’t begin
to grasp how a group of peo-

ple could be so committed to
a cult to the point where they
would drink the Kool-Aid and
kill themselves for it. And now,
after being part of HLA, I fi-
nally get it.” — Alana Broe, Vice
President of Social Events and
Interdisciplinary Activities

“Being in HLA is like being
hugged by an angel.” — Anony-
mous 1L HLA Member

“The instructions in my
will are simple. Leave all my
earthly belongings to my fi-
ancé, Sanders. Except my HLA
t-shirt—bury me in that.” -
Caroline Kessler, President

What events have been held
in the past?

Well, in October, we had
our first annual Health Law
& Business Mixer. It was a
true rager, so much so that
Pav security got called on us.
2L, partygoer Angela Dunay
described it as a “huge suc-
cess.” “I don’t socialize when
my boyfriend Andrew is out of
town, but I made an exception
for the HLA party that eve-
ning. It was that sort of night,
if you know what I mean,” Du-
nay said.

Then in November, we held
our annual Fall Career Panel.
Organized by 2L celebrity and
Vice President of Academic
and Career Events Will Hall,
our panel featured exclusively
women. This was our stance
against the patriarchy. We re-
ceived a lot of positive press
about it, and we've quickly
outpaced Virginia Law Wom-
en when it comes to advocat-
ing for women in the field of
law.

Speaking of your career pan-
el, would you care to comment
on the controversy HLA found
itself embroiled in last semes-

HEALTH LAW page 8

K. Kordana: “Next time
someone says that to you, yell
(it’s a fallacy!” Don’t start by
explaining — first just condemn
them.”

J. Setear: “In Sherwood v.
Walker, one has to wonder if
the cow was pregnant before
and gave three calves up for
adoption so the farmer never
[knew.”

A. Coughlin: “The Law
Weekly may tell, but I won’t.”

Faculty Quotes

N. Woolhandler: “Is that
Ms. [Toccara] Nelson?? I get so
many emails from you! I finally
get to meet you!”

K. Abraham: “T have expla-
nations for everything”

A. Bamzai: “It’s kind of a
stupid question, so I'll just an-
swer it”

Heard a good professor
quote?
Email editor@lawweekly.org!

UVA Special:
Large 1-Topping Pizza ........$8.99
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Schulte RothsZabel

\We invite you to join

Schulte Roth & Zahel
attorneys for a 1L reception
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15

1:30-9:30 pm

Stop by anytime!

CROZET PIZZA
20 Elliewood Avenue

Please RSVP to recruiting.department@srz.com

Casual attire

Please feel free to take a cab to and from the reception. Submit your receipts to
the recruiting department email address above for reimbursement.

Learn more about SRZ by visiting www.srz.com.




8 The Back Page

VIRGINIA LAW WEEKLY

Wednesday, 7 February 2018

HEALTH LAW

continued from page 6

ter?

Ah, the elephant in the room:
Laura Dern. Our Fyre Festival,
if you will. Look, for that Fall
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Angela

fyi the health law/
business mixer seemed
like a huge success!!
great job
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Party critic Angela Dunay had nothing but positive things to say about HLA's
party. Photo courtesy of HLA

Career Panel, we had a host
of great speakers share their
rich experiences in the field
of health law, ranging from
an associate working on FDA
regulatory matters to a trial
attorney working in the DOJ’s
vaccine litigation group. But
no, we didn’t have any insights
from Big Little Lies’ Laura
Dern, whom many people
showed up to hear from after
widespread rumors of her ap-
pearance at the event. Indeed,
rumors ran rampant that Ms.
Dern would be making an ap-
pearance to discuss a career
in health law, and we know
there were a lot of faces in that
crowd who were feeling the
Dern, so to speak. Well, we at
HLA failed to quash these ru-
mors. But let us be clear here.
We learned a lesson, we have
moved forward in the face of

significant backlash, and we
choose to live in the present.
Our past does not define us.

What events are coming up
this semester?

HLA has loaded the docket
this semester, as we are offi-
cially the most active student
organization on Grounds.

First, we have our annual
Spring Career Panel on Feb-
ruary 22 from 4 to 5 in Pur-
cell Reading Room. This is an
excellent opportunity to net-
work ahead of OGI and learn
more about law firm careers in
health law. We have the hot-
test names in the field of law.

We're also having a Presi-
dent’s Day party on February
16 to celebrate the new HLA
board after elections take
place this month. Should be
pretty belligerent.

Can you comment further

on the elections?

This February, there is about
to be a tremendous power
vacuum on North Grounds.
The current HLA board plans
to step down from their posi-
tions, and a new host of health
law aficionados shall ascend to
power. Students can apply for
President, Vice President of
Academic and Career Events,
Vice President of Social Events
and Interdisciplinary Activi-
ties, Vice President of Com-
munications, Vice President
of Finance, and/or Vice Presi-
dent of Pro Bono Activities. It
promises to be the most bitter-
ly contested, contentious HLA
elections to date.

To learn how to join our
movement, contact HLA Pres-
ident Caroline Kessler at cd-
karh@virginia.edu.
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TIME EVENT LOCATION Cost
‘WEDNESDAY — February 7, 2018
Civil Forfeiture: Unjust,

11:30 AM Indefensible, and (Maybe) WB 128 Free Yes, Firehouse Subs
Unconstitutional

12:00 PM VJIL Lunch Series: P.rofessor Purcell Free It’s a “lunch series” so I
Pierre-Hugues Verdier would assume so

No, but Eric Hall has
. . personally guaranteed Law
3:45 PM geesc:;(;/?ldwsor Information WB 128 Free ‘Weekly that he will take
everyone out to drinks on
him after
Diversity Week Event:

6:00 PM Unpa(fking Privilege.: An Caplin Pavilion Free Yes, dinne? fr.om Sticks, but
Experience-Based Dialogue seats are limited, so RSVP
on Diversity

THURSDAY — February 8, 2018
Not sure, but a Food Law
T ey s Wkt Association event without
12:00 PM .. Purcell Free food is like a Professor
Association Panel .
Kordana lecture without
the mention of “jerks”
Spies Garden /
5:00 PM Diversity Festival Caplin Pavilion (if Free Yes, Chipotle
rain)
5:30 PM Advocates for Life Meeting  WB 119 Free Not sure
FRIDAY — February 9, 2018
Yes, Chick-fil-A. Shouts out
12:00 PM Streef Law General Body WB 102 Free to TSwag Malone for
Meeting o
keeping it 100
Paramount Something tells me the
7:00 PM I'm Not Racist...Am I? Free people who should watch
Theater . N
this won’t
SATURDAY — February 10, 2018
10:00 PM No Scrubs '90s Dance Party  Jefferson Theater  $10 No.
SUNDAY — February 11, 2018
10:00 PM Salsa Sunday The Ante Room $8 Learn before you e'mba’rrass
yourself at Barrister’s
MONDAY — February 12, 2018
VLBS Presents: The Role of
. Independent Counsel in

12:30 PM Managing Risk for A Global WB 104 Free Not sure
Business

12:30 PM Externships Info Session ‘WB 101 Free Yes, lunch with RSVP

TUESDAY — February 13, 2018

11:30 AM  Bracewell Diversity Panel WB 154 Free Yes
Virginia Law Democrats

12:00 PM Meet and Greet with Leslie = WB 101 Free Not sure
Cockburn

1:00 PM H"}m;,in Trafﬁcking ar%d the Purcell Free Yes
Criminal Justice Pipeline
Panel Discussion: From Law .

3:45 PM School to Big Law Partner -  Purcell Free Refreshments will be
Tips for a Successful Career served, how fancy
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