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Chief
Schmalzl
Takes Charge

M. Eleanor Schmalzl ‘20
Editor-in-Chief

For years I have dreamed
of attending UVA Law. I
knew from a young age
that this place was special,
and for a long time I hoped
to walk these halls, make
incredible lifelong friend-
ships, and, most important-
ly, play softball.! But the
last thing I ever expected
was not only to be involved
with, but also to be Editor-
in-Chief of, the Virginia
Law Weekly.

Like most people who be-
come involved with the Law
Weekly, 1 began attending
meetings as a 1L because of
the free pizza and the hope
to have something interest-
ing to put on my resumé
come OGI. Thanks to Jenna
Goldman ’18, Editor-in-
Chief during the 2017-18
school year, and Julie Dos-
tal ’19, nicest person to me
on Monday nights in the
Law Weekly office when
I was a 1L, I kept coming
back to edit every week and
enjoy some laughs with fun
upperclassmen. And come
spring semester, then Ed-
itor-in-Chief Jansen Van-
derMeulen ’19 approached
me, much to my surprise,
about being the paper’s
Executive Editor. Despite
knowing very little about
the position, or about how
bad pizza smells when you
sit in a room with it for six
hours on a weekly basis, I
agreed to devote my Mon-
day nights and take a more
serious role with the news-
paper.

It was in that first week
as Executive Editor that
I realized my passion for
the Virginia Law Weekly.
After publishing our very
first edition under the new
leadership, the papers were
taken from the stands in
protest of a controversial
piece submitted by a non-
staff student that had made
its way into our pages. Ad-
ditionally, a large display
condemning the article
was left outside of the Law
Weekly office—a copy of
the missing issue marked
up with highlighter and red
text written across the page,
“SHAME” in all caps. See-
ing this, I felt threatened.
EIC WELCOME page 3

1 Shout out to Peter Dragna
’20 and Ben Hawkins *20 for
dubbing me the Leslie Knope
of softball. I can’t thank you
enough for such kind words.

ISSA Injustice

Plight of British-born Rapper Representative of
Contradictions of American Immigration system

Julie Dostal 19
Staff Editor

On January 29, 2019,
rapper 21 Savage (Shéyaa
Bin Abraham-Joseph) per-
formed his single “A Lot”
on the Tonight Show with
Jimmy Fallon. In place of J.
Cole’s feature, 21 Savage in-
serted a new verse. The verse
included the following lyric:
“been through some things,
but I couldn’t imagine my
kids stuck at the border.
People was innocent couldn’t
get lawyers.” On February
4, 2019, U.S. Immigration
Customs and Enforcement
arrested Mr. Abraham-Jo-
seph after a “targeted op-
eration with federal and lo-
cal law enforcement.” ICE
spokesperson, Bryan Cox,
delivered a statement iden-
tifying Abraham-Joseph as
an unlawfully present Unit-
ed Kingdom national.?3 Mr.
Abraham-Joseph legally ar-

1 https://hypebeast.
com/2019/1/21-savage-a-lot-
the-tonight-show-starring-jim-
my-fallon.

2 https://www.wash-
ingtonpost.com/arts-en-
tertainment/2019/02/03/
rapper-savage-arrested-by-ice-
agents-who-say-hes-united-
kingdom-not-atlanta/?utm_
term=.ffo56cff611d.

3 https://www.theatlan-
tic.com/entertainment/
archive/2019/02/21-savages-
ice-detention-false-promise-
black-citizenship/582013/.

Photo courtesy of Photo 11: Roy Rochlin, Getty Images.

rived with his mother on an
H-4 Visa in 2005. His visa
expired in 2006. At age 12,
through no fault of his own,
Mr. Abraham-Joseph’s pres-
ence in the United States be-
came illegal.4

In addition to the iden-
tification of Mr. Abraham-
Joseph as an illegal United
Kingdom national, ICE also
effectively labeled the rap-
per a fraud, discrediting his
public persona as an Atlanta
rapper and portraying him
as a nefarious felon. An ICE
spokesperson commented
the following to CNN: “his
entire public persona is
false.”s Prior to his arrest by
ICE, 21 Savage’s Wikipedia
page stated he was born in
Atlanta, Georgia. In an in-
terview with XXL Magazine
in 2016, the rapper stated
he was “from Decatur, Geor-
gia,” located in the Atlanta
Metropolitan Area.® The

4 https://www.wash-
ingtonpost.com/arts-en-
tertainment/2019/02/03/
rapper-savage-arrested-by-ice-
agents-who-say-hes-united-
kingdom-not-atlanta/?utm_
term=.ffo56cff611d.

5 https://www.theatlan-
tic.com/entertainment/
archive/2019/02/21-savages-
ice-detention-false-promise-
black-citizenship/582013/.

6 https://www.interview-
magazine.com/music/21-sav-
age-seth-rogen-interview.

public also interpreted the
rapper’s reverent loyalty and
common mention of the city
of Atlanta as indicative of his
birthplace.

Fans may not have been
aware of where 21 Savage
was born, but the U.S. gov-
ernment most definitely
was. The ICE statement is
clear. Mr. Abraham-Joseph’s
“public persona is false.” The
intention is also clear. ICE
intended to capitalize on the
rapper’s alleged deception
with regards to his citizen-
ship to manipulate the pub-
lic into disclaiming 21 Sav-
age. The agency attempted to
sever the rapper’s fourteen-
year ties to the city where his
brother died, where his three
children now live, and where
he started charity programs
to help children in his neigh-
borhood with financial liter-
acy and school supplies.” ICE
then labeled Mr. Abraham-
Joseph a felon. Mr. Abra-
ham-Joseph was convicted
of felony drug charges in
2014.% The penalty was later

21 SAVAGE page 3

7 See the ISSA Bank Account
and ISSA School Drive pro-
grams in East Atlanta. https://
www.billboard.com/articles/
columns/hip-hop/8467380/21-
savage-hosting-issa-back-to-
school-drive-third-year.

8 https://www.nbcboston.
com/entertainment/enter-
tainment-news/21-Savage-
ICE-UK-505280672.html
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grounds
a human being.

i Glorious beard?

Check. Swoonable smile?
Check. Helping Regina King

Thumbs up to
Chris Evans as

up the stairs? Check.
Thumbs side-
ways to the 1L who

attempted to eat
75 chicken nug-
gets in an hour. ANG is dis-
appointed he didn’t succeed,
but ANG officially remains
pro-fried chicken.

Thumbs down
to journal try-
outs. ANG hates

the notion of try-
outs ever since ANG didn’t
make travel soccer in second
grade, which also started
ANG’s hatred of orange slic-
es.

Thumbs up to

Dean Goluboff

for signing emails

with “RLG.” ANG

hopes that when Dean Gol-

uboff adversely possesses a

seat on the Supreme Court,

she becomes known as “the
open and notorious RLG”.

@ mid-week snow-

day. ANG wasn’t

going to come into school

anyway, but the validation is
nice.

Thumbs up to
SBA for making
emails an issue in

the election and
keeping with the American
Tradition. ANG keeps hear-
ing about these “but her
emails” and appreciates the
equal gender representation.

Thumbs side-
ways to last week’s

Thumbs down

to the official at

Friday’'s UVA’s

senior night wres-

tling dual. ANG hears a take-

down is normally two points,

but didn’t think this applied

when the wrestlers were
eight feet off the mat.

Thumbs up to
the Courts & Com-
merce’s annual
t-shirt sale! ANG

now has gifts for ANG’s fam-
ily for the next three holiday
seasons.

¢« Congratulations
,.' to Taz Jones 20

and Shanna Adler

‘ 19 on their quick

engagement and

upcoming wedding, happen-

ing tonight. ANG wishes you

a lifetime of happiness and
lots of beautiful children!
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The Fried Chicken Sandwich Column
Strikes Back

Episode Il: The Poblanos Problematic

I'm big enough to admit
that I made a lot of sacri-

Drew Calamaro ‘21
Chicken Reviewer |

fices this week.
I could have
stayed inside
during the
snow day, and I could have
stayed home with a stuffy
nose on Saturday. Instead I
walked all the way to the car
and drove to review more
chicken sandwiches. Doing
so took a physical and emo-
tional toll on me, but I re-
fuse to complain. I especially
won’t complain about the $3
parking fee I had to pay for
one of my reviews that the
Virginia Law Weekly' re-
fuses to refund; not in this
column, and especially not
to the readers.

Instead, like a true mem-
ber of the media, I am here
to relate chicken sandwiches
to the current political en-
vironment. This requires
asking tough questions ad-
dressing the intersectional-
ity of problems and matic-
ness. No one else is asking
these questions, and like the
chicken and the egg, it has to
start somewhere.

Zinburger—973 Emmet
StN

Don’t let the name fool
you—Zinburger is not the
German word for hamburg-
er. My good friend from Ger-
many told me that the Ger-
man word for hamburger
is dummeranwalt, which I
trust to be correct since, as
he said, translating German
back to English on Google
never works right.

1 Editor’s note: at no point
did this author ask for reim-
bursement by the Law Weekly.
Fake news.

Weekly

German names aside, Zin-
burger’s Southwest Fried
Chicken Sandwich includes
“Pepper Jack Cheese, Red
and Yellow Peppers, Pob-
lano Peppers and Avocado
Creme.” The chicken itself
was good, but, to my horror,
the sandwich had bell pep-
pers on it. When it comes
to chicken sandwiches, 1
draw the line at bell pep-
pers. They have no place in
the public sphere except in a
salad ordered by Amy Klobu-
char that I assume contains
the souls of her underlings
topped with a nice green
goddess dressing.

I was so upset over this
fowl-pas that I forgot to feel
outraged enough to read
Paul Manafort’s 800-page
sentencing memo. Does that
make me an irresponsible
citizen? Perhaps. But re-
member that Zinburger calls
this a “Southwest” chicken
sandwich by virtue of put-
ting the worst vegetable

Zinburger's Southwest Fried Chicken Sandwich, featuring the sweet peppers
our correspondent found so difficult to swallow. Photo Drew Calamaro /
Virginia Law Weekly

The author's sandwich at the Whiskey Jar. Photo Drew Calamaro / Virginia Law

on the best possible food.
Therefore, I give this sand-
wich a 3.5 out of 5 stars for
both taste and problematic-
ness, which is the same as

Southwest Airlines’ food rat-
ing on TripAdvisor.

Iron Paffles & Cof-
fee—214 W Water Street

The sandwich here is
build-your-own. I am not
convinced that the public is
ready for this type of power.
Chicken sandwiches, like so-
cieties, cannot be trusted to
the masses and instead re-
quire chicklets and balances.
However, as someone in the
roost-ruling class, I knew
the only correct order was a
chicken sandwich with aioli,
tomato, slaw, and pepper
jack cheese.

The “paffles” are a mix-
ture of French puff pastry
and Belgian waffles, which
is a touchy combination of
countries that hasn’t been
attempted in over half a cen-
tury. However, the result
here is a beautiful piece of
chicken nestled between two
flaky waffles. Given that the
term “flaky waffles” is lit-
erally redundant and that
combining the two words
gives you “falafel,” calling
the sandwich bun a “paffle”
starts to make more sense.

Since I am giving Iron
Paffles free press, and Bel-
gium is ranked 7" out of 180
countries on the Press Free-
dom Index, I will give this
sandwich 173/180 on tasti-
ness. However, since France
is 33" on the Press Freedom
Index, I will give it a 147/180
on problematicness, which
as we all know is still very
high!

The Whiskey Jar — 227
W Main Street

Here we have “Shredded
Lettuce, Pickles, Tomato,
[and] Duke’s Mayo on a
Grilled Brioche Bun.” Innoc-
uous, you might say, but we

need to talk about something
first: the Brioche Bun.

Folks, I haven’t seen ap-
propriation like this since
Ruth Bader Ginsburg stole
Barry Goldwater’s glasses.
I don’t think we depended
on France to gain our in-
dependence, so why are we
depending on them to make
our sandwiches? Maybe I'm
simple, but the only French
“bread” I'm interested in ap-
propriating is more funds
for NATO. I give the Brioche
Bun 10/10 baguettes for
problematicness. However,
it was delicious, and I take
the baguettes back and give
it 47/50 FREEDOM fries for
tastiness. The other 3 fell
down my car seat.

Overall, this was a strong
contender. I don’t know who
“Duke” is or why he has his
own mayo, but seeing as
mayo contains eggs, there
are arguably two chickens in
this sandwich. Therefore, I
give it 10 eggs out of a basket

that can hold 12, because you
should never put all of your
eggs in one basket.

Current Rankings:

Michael’s Bistro:

Taste: 177/180 LSAT

Problematicness:
GPA

Iron Paffles:

Taste: 173/180 Press Free-
dom Index

Problematicness: 147/180
(still very high!)

Whiskey Jar

Taste: 10/12 eggs

Problematicness (Brioche
tastiness): 47/50 freedom
fries

Zinburger

Taste: 3.5/5 stars (South-
west airlines food rating)

Problematicness: 3.5/5
stars (Id.)

Cookout

Taste: 163 LSAT

Problematicness:
next week!

3-54

Tune in

dac6jk@virginia.edu

Chicken and . . . “paffles”? This do-it-yourself offering won high marks from
our reviewer-- for democratic liberal internationalism as well as for flavor. Photo

Drew Calamaro / Virginia Law Weekly

Be a part of Virginia

Law history.

Join the Law Weekly. We need editors, writers,
photographers, and cartoonists.
Pizza and law school gossip gratis.

Mondays at 5:30 pm in SL279
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After a long and laborious
week of being 2Ls, Taylor and
I decided it was time for a cel-
ebration. No, a party. Nay, a
Eleanor Schmalzl ‘20 .
Editor-in-Chief

fiesta. As a re-
sult, she and I
opted to try a
new  Mexican
restaurant here
in Charlottesville: La Joya.
Located off Exit 120 on 64-E
(and right across from the
beloved Wegman’s), La Joya
provided us with quick ser-
vice and a great atmosphere
for our first joint restaurant
review.

Taylor and I entered a
pleasantly quiet restaurant,
dimly-lit but bright enough
to find our table and even
see each other from across
the booth. We perused the
menu and struggled to de-
cide what meals to get given
the wide variety of appealing
options. Those who struggle
to make decisions may be
overwhelmed by this Mexi-
can restaurant’s unique of-
ferings, but I loved getting
to pick from a wide array of
exciting options. I often get
the same thing every time I
go to a restaurant for fear of
getting a dish I don’t like as
much as my normal go-to, but
since this was my first visit to
La Joya, the world was my
oyster.

Despite the great assort-
ment of options, Taylor and

21 SAVAGE

continued from page 1

expunged. The agency failed
to mention the expungement
in its official statement. In-
stead, ICE identified Mr.
Abraham-Savage as a felon
and a foreigner. The agen-
cy’s garnered its intended
response from the American
public.

“Immediately  following
news of the detainment,
narratives echoing ICE’s
language proliferated on-
line. These quips relied on
the dangerous logic of ICE’s
statement: the implication
that Abraham Joseph’s new-
ly revealed immigration sta-
tus renders him a fraudulent
cultural interloper.”®

Public commentary dem-
onstrated a marked lack of
engagement with the life of
21 Savage. Further, the pub-
lic’s embrace of ICE’s depic-
tion of 21 Savage as a fraud
and a felon demonstrates a
“an unfamiliarity with the
agency’s wide-ranging tac-
tics to discredit its detain-
ees, and the broader sys-
tems that contribute to that
targeting.”** In May of 2018,
aU.S. District Court held that
ICE falsely claimed that de-
tainees were affiliated with
street gangs in order to suc-
cessfully deport the individ-

9 https://www.theatlan-
tic.com/entertainment/
archive/2019/02/21-savages-ice-
detention-false-promise-black-citi-
zenship/582013/.

10 1d.

Tweedledee: La Joya Fiesta

I didn’t stray too far from
our core values. We ordered
guac and queso in addition
to the salsa that was provided
fo free by the fine establish-
ment.! Additionally, we both
got margaritas.? The appetiz-
ers all had a nice little kick to
them, providing the perfect3
burst of flavor before our
main courses. However, the
margaritas left us wanting.
What we were wanting? Alco-
hol. Seriously, I got a jumbo
and wasn’t disgusted by the
taste of tequila by the end
of it (as is per usual for me
when I get jumbos elsewhere
in Charlottesville). But hey, if
you enjoy sugary drinks that
don’t leave you at least a little
buzzed, La Joya margs are the
ones for you!

Next came our entrees. I got
the pollo con arroz4 and, ex-

1 But extra chips after the
first basket cost an additional
$0.75. As the positive food
reviewer, I will reserve state-
ment on this menu decision.

2 Only for the sake of jour-
nalistic research, obviously.

3 Except for the onion in
the guac. I don’t know why on-
ion must be put in everything,
but it has always felt especially
inappropriate in the delicacy
that is guacamole.

4 This was its official title
on the menu, should anyone
question my knowledge that it
is more commonly known as

uals." ICE failed to include
relevant information regard-
ing Mr. Abraham-Joseph’s
arrest record. The agency
also actively worked to dis-
credit an individual who
has tirelessly represented
Atlanta and actively serves
the community through phi-
lanthropy and taxes. It is es-
sential that the public sen-
sibly engage with the facts
surrounding the arrest and
deportation proceedings of
21 Savage.

On February 13, 2019, 21
Savage was released from
ICE custody.* He paid
$100,000 to be released on
bond. A statement by the
rapper’s lawyers revealed
the U.S. government was al-
ready aware of 21 Savage’s
immigration status. The rap-
per’s U visa application has
been pending for over a year.
A U visa is available to those
who have been victims of a
crime in the United States,
have suffered physical or
mental injury as a result
of that crime, and who are
helpful to law enforcement
or government officials in
an investigation or criminal
prosecution.’3 21 Savage’s U
visa application likely relates
to injuries he suffered after
being shot six times by rival

11 https://slate.com/
news-and-politics/2018/05/
federal-judge-accused-ice-of-mak-
ing-up-evidence-to-prove-that-
dreamer-was-gang-affiliated.html.

12 https:/ /www.can.
com/2019/02/13/us/21-savage-

rapper-release-ice/index.html.

13 Id

cept for good company, found
it to be my favorite part of the
dinner. With bits of zucchini
and mushroom mixed in, I
enjoyed the unique twist on
one of my go-to Mexican res-
taurant dishes. And I hadn’t
realized this when ordering,
but the dish didn’t include
pounds of queso, meaning I
didn’t have to waddle out of
the restaurant in pain from
being so full, as I normally
do when eating at Mexican
restaurants. Best of all, the
restaurant honored my re-
quest for no onions despite
them being included as part
of the normal menu item.
There is nothing worse than
special ordering a dish to
add or remove ingredients
and those special orders be-
ing completely ignored. For
this alone, I have to respect
La Joya. I just can’t take the
onion.

Overall, La Joya was a fine
little hole-in-the-wall place
for some decent grub. While
I will stick to La Plaza Azteca
when I need a good marg af-
ter a long week, and El Puerto
for its closeness to the law
school, La Joya provides a
nice change of pace for people
wanting a more low-key Mex-
ican restaurant. Plus, with a
Nestlé Tollhouse ice cream
shop right across the street,
how can you not love pay this
nice, little restaurant a visit?

“arroz con pollo.”

gang members. The rapper’s
lawyers noted his visa appli-
cation. The statement read
in part:

“Mr. Abraham-Joseph
has never hid his immigra-
tion status from the US gov-
ernment. The Department
of Homeland Security has
known his address and his
history since his filing for
the U visa in 2017, yet they
took no action against him
until this past weekend.”*

Despite the govern-
ment’s previous awareness
of the rapper’s residence, 21
Savage was arrested while
driving with his cousins in
Atlanta. Mr. Abraham-Jo-
seph recalls he looked up
from his steering wheel to
see flashing blue lights and
guns. A helicopter was also
present during his arrest.’s
He was then put into the
back of a car without further
explanation. He told report-
ers that his only understand-
ing of his arrest came from
overhearing an officer state,
“we got Savage.”'® The rap-
per now sees himself as an
important advocate for poor
black Americans and poor
black immigrants whose in-

14 https:/ /www.
washingtonpost.com/arts-
entertainment/2019/02/03/
rapper-savage-arrested-by-ice-
agents-who-say-hes-united-king-
dom-not-atlanta/?utm_term=.
ff056cff611d.

15 https:/ /www.nbcnews.
com/news/us-news/rappet-
21-savage-describes-arrest-ice-we-
got-savage-n971951.

16 1d.

I have high standards for
Mexican restaurants, and La
Joya was okay but did not ex-
ceed expectations. The atmo-
sphere is decent—it feels like

Taylor Elicegui ‘20
Features Editor

a typical Mexi-
can restaurant.
The menu had
a lot of options,
which is always a bonus.
There were almost too many
good choices; Eleanor and I
struggled to make decisions.

We started off with some
cheese dip, guacamole, and
salsa. This was one of my
biggest complaints: the first
basket of chips was free, but
refills cost money. I appreci-
ated the instant gratification
of how quickly these delicious
dips arrived but was very bit-
ter when we had to pay $0.75
for another basket of chips to
finish off our dips. The cheese
dip was really good, but a
little bit on the spicy side for
my weak self. I was still un-
decided between several op-
tions, but the spiciness of the
cheese sauce persuaded me
away from the nachos and
cheese enchiladas.

Ultimately, I decided on
chimichangas—one chicken
and one veggie. It came with
rice and salad (which I find
outrageous), but I substi-
tuted the salad for some re-
fried beans. The beans were
absolutely delicious and un-
healthy—my favorite combo.

teractions with immigration
authorities and law enforce-
ment may not receive main-
stream media attention.

21 Savage remains deter-
mined to stay in the United
States. Fellow rapper and
mogul Jay-Z is helping to
pay for 21 Savage’s legal rep-
resentation during his de-
portation proceedings. The
arrest of 21 Savage and the
subsequent media efforts by
ICE to manipulate the pub-
lic’s opinion of the artist
should concern Americans.
The pointed attempts to de-
othorize 21 Savage are trou-
bling, if not explicitly racist
in their attempts to preserve
an image of what it means
to be American. Mr. Abra-
ham-Joseph’s story is not
unique. His presence in this
country, like many DREAM-
ers, was not the result of his
own actions. His constant
fear of deportation shaped
his everyday life and public
persona. His heavy-handed
treatment by ICE is repre-
sentative of similar experi-
ences of other detainees. But
other detainees rarely have
access to the resources and
representation which he has.
Hopefully, his case serves to
inspire empathy and further
thought on how our govern-
ment treats detainees.

j pdspd@uirginia.edu

The chicken chimichanga was
also yummy and flavorful,
particularly because it was
covered in cheese. The veg-
gie chimichanga was pretty
solidly meh, particularly be-
cause I am not at all a bell
pepper fan. I felt a little out-
raged on Eleanor’s behalf,
though—what type of ACP
doesn’t come smothered in
cheese?!

My other biggest complaint
was the margarita. As our
driver, I went for a small,
but was hoping for some in-
teresting Eleanor jokes after
she finished consuming her
large. Unfortunately for me,
the margarita appeared to
be missing the key ingredi-
ent (tequila). She could have
been the one driving us home,
even post-jumbo margarita.
Interestingly, the margarita
also didn’t come with salt on
the rim. I was happy, because
I don’t like salt, but found it
strange I didn’t even have to
request it. If you happen to be
a person who prefers a more
exciting rim, make sure you
request it.

Overall, the company was
great and the food was okay.
Not my new favorite Mexican
restaurant in Charlottesville,
but I would consider going
again if I found myself on that
side of town.

messhf@virginia.edu
tke3ge@virginia.edu

EIC WELCOME

continued from page 1

And T felt like someone was
trying to scare the paper’s
leaders away from publish-
ing controversial articles
submitted to them. Suffice it
to say that the new executive
board was shaken, unsure of
what our tenure would look
like from that point forward.

Those eventsleft me feel-
ing passionate about the
importance of freedom of
speech and the press. They
also transformed my previ-
ous enjoyment of the Law
Weekly into much more. No
matter my feelings toward
the controversial article of
that week or others like it,
I feel strongly that opinions
should be heard. And when
people disagree, I feel just
as strongly that these people
should have a place where
they can challenge those
opinions—as many students
did by writing response let-
ters in subsequent editions
of the paper last spring. I
don’t view the Law Weekly
as the appropriate posting
board of all things contro-
versial, but I am thankful to
have had this experience. It
led me to love a facet of this
law school I never dreamt
I would care about—this
newspaper. It led me to want
to take on this role as Editor-
in-Chief.

As Jansen mentioned
in his farewell article last
week, the Law Weekly has
come a long way in the last
five years. I feel so lucky to
have had such strong lead-

EIC WELCOME page 6
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LAW WEEKLY FEATURE: Court of Petty Appeals

The Court of Petty Appeals is the highest appellate jurisdiction court at UVA Law. The Court has the power to review any and all decisions, conflicts, and
disputes that arise involving, either directly, indirectly, or tangentially, the Law School or its students. The Court comprises four associate justices and one Chief
Justice. Opinions shall be released periodically and only in the official court reporter: the Virginia Law Weekly. Please email a brief summary of any and all con-

flicts to mes5hs@virginia.edu.

Sehmalzl Shmazzle v.
VanderMeulen

936 U.Va. 492 (2019)

Sumazzie, C. J., (formerly
Schmalzl, J.,) delivered the
opinion of the Court, in which
Pickert, Luk, and Evicecul, JJ.,
joined. VANDERMEULEN, J., filed a
dissenting opinion.

Chief Justice Sumazzie deliv-
ered the opinion of the Court.

I

Not too long ago, former Chief
Justice VanderMeulen' was the
dictator of this Court. During
his tenure, other Justices on the
Court often found themselves
joining opinions they’d never ac-
tually read, filing dissents they’d
never actually written, and act-
ing at the whim of “the King.”
Now that I have taken control,
I am going to lay to rest the
wrongs he committed against
me.2 Only one such wrong is
worth addressing today, for it
was so great and so burdensome
that no other can rightfully be
tackled along with it.

As some of you may know, I
entered this Court during Feb-
ruary of 2017, eager to help de-
cide all the petty problems that
UVA Law students need liti-
gated. The first opinion I joined
was on April 11, 2018, Streit v.
Students, 654 U.Va. 183 (2017),
and I proudly signed off as Jus-
tice Shmazzle. The name stems
from my first cold call in 1L,
when an unnamed professors

1 May his soul rest in peace.

2 I would help the others,
but TBH I don’t think anyone
but me cared because they
“liked” and “respected” Mr.
VanderMeulen. While I with-
hold judgment of my learned
colleagues, 1 disagree with
such kind feelings toward the
tyrant.

3 Who loves mental furni-
ture.

spent extravagant time and ef-
fort trying, but never succeed-
ing, to say my (admittedly vow-
el-deficient) name correctly. My
sectionmates rallied behind me
in support,* turning the trauma
into a wonderful memory that I
will forever hold dear. In dedica-
tion to them, I used this varia-

tends that I don’t have jurisdic-
tion over a case in which I am a
party due to ancient principles
of the common law,> blah blah
blah. My response is two-fold.
First, VanderMeulen assumes
this Court follows some version
of the Federal Rules of Civil Pro-
cedure. Such a notion is laugh-

he had “good policy reasons” for
forcing me to change my name.
He claims that Shmazzle was
“unrecognizable” and “no one
would know who [I was],” and
that therefore my good name
would be wasted as a recruit-
ing tool. To this I ask: Really?
You think people can’t connect

/7 W omen

always caim,
rational, correct, and should

never be questioned.” —
C. J. Shmazzle

are

tion of my last name during my
first year on the Court, serving
as a reminder of how far I'd
come since that fateful day.

Then one day, the name was
ripped away from me. At the
start of the 2018-19 school
year, Chief Justice VanderMeu-
len decided using my given last
name, Schmalzl, was “easier”
and “good for the paper.” As his
powerless minion, I sat in si-
lence at his decision. Until now.
There’s a new sheriff in town,
and I'm taking my name back.

The former Chief Justice rais-
es several defenses to his deci-
sions, which I address in turn.

II
A

To start, VanderMeulen con-

4 Section Ayeee foreverrrrr.

able, as this Court doesn’t follow
any rules.® Second, even if there
were some jurisdictional issue,
it is well known that our readers
are deeply dedicated to frequent
opinions issued by this Petty
Court. And because this Court
has received no recent com-
plaints to decide upon, I can do
whatever I want. And even if we
had received recent complaints,
I still can do whatever I want.
I'm the boss. Defense denied.

B

Next, VanderMeulen claims

5 He uses in his brief the
extremely pretentious Latin
phrase “Nemo judex in causa
sua” which only makes us like
him less.

6 Except, of course, Petty
Rule of Civil Procedure 1: “We
do what we want.”
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“Shmazzle” and “Schmalzl”?
We're at a top-ten law school for
goodness sake, give these people
some credit.”

Additionally, I would like to
point out that other justices on
this Court have used “unrecog-

7 Please note that the Court
does not heavily weigh the ac-
tions of students who par-
ticipate in Dandelion when it
makes this statement regard-
ing everyone’s intellectual
abilities.

nizable” names and were not
forced to change their identities.
While I only know of just one,
it’s a pretty good one and I rely
heavily on it as precedent. Jus-
tice ScaLIA, Lia-Michelle Ke-
ane ’18, was a true inspiration
to the creative minds among
us. People may not have known
instantly who she was, but man
could she issue a damn good
opinion. To force me to change
my name forever is to insult the
incredible minds of those who
came before us. For this, T will
not stand.

C

Finally, the dearly departed
Chief states some garbage about
how it’s “not a big deal” and
that I should just “calm down.”
[Please note that the defendant
vehemently denies stating such
a defense. While this Court ac-
knowledges that he did not actu-
ally make these statements, I am
on my soap box and feel the need
to address all men who feel that
telling a woman to “calm down”
is ever, in any circumstance, a
good idea. Plus, if SCOTUS can
drone on about pointless topics
in its opinions, then this Court
certainly can too.]

This Court, in its official ca-
pacity, refutes this argument
and urges VanderMeulen/all
men to consider how foolish it is
to tell a woman to “calm down.”
Women are always calm, ratio-
nal, correct, and should never be
questioned. See Goluboff, Ken-
drick, and All the Inspirational
Women Who Run All the Dang
Student Orgs v. All Those Who
Try to Stand in Their Way, 798
U.Va. 606 (2016). VanderMeu-

Faculty Quotes

G. Geis: “What’s a $130
million between friends?”

A. Woolhandler: “Do
not agree to be questioned
under hypnosis.”

C. Nelson: “I will now
commit the mistake of ana-
lyzing this joke, thereby
stripping it of all humor.”

A. Bamzai: “Every single
part of your life can be vul-
nerable to other people!”

J. Setear: “Law professors
aren’t trained to teach, they
aren’t trained in anything.”

L. Kendrick: “There will
be more opportunities for
adult entertainment in this
class.”

R. Hynes: “I'm taking the
good stuff. The stuff you can
make meth out of. I don’t
make meth out of it.”

UVA Special:
ee.....$8.99

Large 1-Topping Pizza
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Hot Bench 5

len should carry this tidbit of
wisdom with him for the rest of
his days or else risk a life of con-
flict with all the badass, inde-
pendent women who don’t need
no man to tell them what to do.

III

In conclusion, the Court
hereby orders that I change my
name back to what it is meant to
be: Justice Shmazzle. Further,
this Court enjoins Justice Van-
derMeulen from mentioning
the word “dairy” for 48 hours as
punitive damages for his wrongs
against this Court. Seriously,
the dairy jokes are udderly em-
barrassing and really could be
beefed up a bit. He can no lon-
ger steer the paper with his silly
milk references.

Petitioner’s (aka my) prayer
for relief is hereby GRANTED.

It’s good to be Queen.
It is so ordered.

Justice VANDERMEULEN, dis-
senting.

I'll admit I didn’t think out the
whole “force your likely succes-
sor to change her court name”
thing as well as I should have.

messhf@virginia.edu

EXCLUSIVE: Doran Talks Life and Love in
Rare Interview

Law Weekly staff received
several requests to quote Pro-
fessor Michael Doran this year,
but due to a previous agreement,

Kimberley Hopkin 19
ANG Emeritus

we are unable to
print quotes from
his classroom or
hallway  banter
in an effort to “keep Doran em-
ployed.” After weeks of implor-
ing the good professor, however,
the Law Weekly was granted
the rare opportunity to not only
question him on his viewpoints
but also quote those viewpoints
for the Law School to see. What
arush.

If you haven’t had the plea-
sure of taking a class taught by
Professon Doran, allow me to
give you a quick bio. Professor
Doran graduated with a B.A. in
Classics and Philosophy from
Wesleyan University in 1988
before earning his J.D. from
Yale Law School in 1991.! Then,
Professor Doran married the
love of his life, who he insists
must not be aware of her many
other options, and clerked for
the Eastern District of New York
under Judge I. Leo Glasser. His
clerkship was far from boring,
however, as he spent the better
part of a year about ten feet from
mafia boss, John Gotti, watching
his mood sour as his trial pro-
gressed.

1 No, he did not play any
drinking games with Justice Ka-
vanaugh. I asked.

After his clerkship, Profes-
sor Doran joined Caplin & Dry-
sdale’s Washington, D.C. office,
working mostly in federal tax
law and federal pension law. A
few months before becoming

Doran returned to the Office of
Tax Policy, but this time under
a Republican Administration
and Congress. This experience
was different; the united govern-
ment had the ability to pass clean

are the real strength of UVA
Law. While Professor Doran
has previously written about
the ineffectiveness of executive
compensation caps, the stabi-
lizing nature of incidental soft

Professor Michael Doran sits down with students for faculty lunch. Photo credit: law.virginia.edu.

eligible for partner, Professor
Doran applied and was accepted
to join the Treasury Department
in the Office of Tax Policy in
1998. While certainly rewarding,
Professor Doran remembers the
stressful experience working for
a divided government with the
Clinton Administration butt-
ing heads with a Republican-led
Congress. After about a year and
a half, Professor Doran returned
to Caplin & Drysdale and made
partner. In 2002, Professor

Trina Rizzo 19

What are you most ex-
cited for during your last
semester in Charlottes-
ville?

Moving out of The Pavilion.

What is your favorite
word?
Meme.

Where did you grow up?

Anna Maria Island, FL. It’s a
tiny barrier island off the west
coast with white sand beaches.
So yeah, you could say my life’s
been pretty hard.

What’s the best meal
you’ve ever had?

My grandma used to
make seafood soup noodles on
everyone’s birthday (in Chi-
nese culture, eating noodles
on your birthday brings good
luck and longevity), but now
that I've moved she makes
them for me whenever I come
home.

What’s your favorite
hobby to avoid the stress
of law school?

Singing with Gunners N’

Roses! We've got shows Febru-
ary 28, March 23, April 6, and
April 20!

Where is your favorite
place to vacation?

Los Angeles, because my
sister lives there and takes me
to cool bars where you enter
through a refrigerator.

What’s your most inter-
esting two-truths-and-a-
lie? (And what’s the lie?)

1. I sang the national an-
them for the Oakland A’s; 2. I've
never eaten a Reese’s cup; 3. [
had a guinea pig named Tom
Hanks. (1 is the lie: I sang for
the New York Yankees, the Bal-
timore Orioles, the Tampa Bay
Lightning, and the Tampa Bay
Rays).

If you could live any-
where, where would it be?
An air-conditioned bunga-
low over the water that’s in the
Magic Kingdom but also walk-
ing distance to a Trader Joe’s.
Y’know, something simple.

What’s your least favor-
ite sound?
Country music.

Britney Spears or Chris-
tina Aguilera?
Britney bitch.

What is the best concert
you have ever been to?
Lady Gaga. #basic.

What’s your favorite
thing to do in Charlottes-
ville?

A day at the wineries: all
the glamour of Napa at half the
price.

What’s your spirit ani-
mal?
A shiba inu, according to
Buzzfeed.

What’s your favorite
food?

Usually I would say su-
shi, but I'm rethinking my life
choices after I ordered sushi
takeout for myself, and they
gave me 3 pairs of chopsticks...
I could feel their judgment
with every bite...

If you won the lottery,
what would you do with
it?

I'd probably do something
insane like build a mini man-
sion for my dog a la Paris Hil-
ton.

Do you have any pets?

I have a 7-year-old yorkie
named Luke! I rescued him
this year, he’s 3.5 Ibs, has 4
teeth, and I would die for him.
@trinarizzo for photos <3

Where is a place you
haven’t been but want to
travel to?

I want to see the Great
Barrier Reef before all the
coral dies :/ but I also want to
visit China with my grandpar-
ents and learn about their lives
there before they immigrated
to the United States.

What are the 7 wonders
of the Law School?
John Dao is all of them.

tr5eg @uirginia.edu

reform acts without worrying
about pandering for across-the-
aisle votes. In 2004, shortly after
Professor Doran left, Congress
passed the Pension Reform Act
of 2004, which Professor Doran
spent the better part of a year
working on. When Professor
Doran returned to Caplin & Dry-
sdale, they encouraged him to
apply for academic jobs.2
Professor Doran was ac-
cepted as an Associate Professor
at UVA Law in 2005. He taught
property law and tax law as well
as the ethics of tax law. When
hired originally, he felt that tax
lawyers owe a duty not only to
their client but also to the tax
system as a whole. His views
have moderated from this posi-
tion, but he still acknowledges
that tax lawyers have a unique
standing conflict of interest that
differs from lawyers practicing
in other areas of law. In order
to be closer to his family while
his kids attended high school,
Professor Doran then made the
“biggest mistake of [his] career”
and accepted a tenured position
at Georgetown Law in 2009.3
While his family certainly appre-
ciated having him around more
often, Professor Doran missed
the faculty and scholarship at
UVA. When the opportunity
arose to return in 2014, Profes-
sor Doran accepted wholeheart-
edly and was welcomed back.
When asked how being
named a “Tax Star” in one of
UVA Law’s promotional ar-
ticles has changed him, Profes-
sor Doran humbly responded
that he has doubled his speaker
engagement fees and curtailed
office hours. Just kidding——he
didn’t even know that the article
existed. Professor Doran credits
his thriving scholarship to the
tax law faculty here, saying they

2 At this point, Doran’s wife
lost hope that Doran could “keep
ajob” for more than three years.

3 We agree — how dare you
leave us??

4 We have forgiven him for
leaving us and firmly, yet polite-
ly, asked him not to do it again.
Seeing how he is approaching
the longest he’s ever stayed in
one job, I think we made our
point clear.

fiscal policy entrenchment, and
the motivations behind deferred
managerial compensation, his
upcoming article focuses on
jurisdictional issues in Native
American law and should be
published later this year.5 Pro-
fessor Doran views scholarship
as successful not based off place-
ment or number of citations but
instead on whether or not the
work has “advanced the ball” by
influencing thought or policy.

In the classroom, Professor
Doran is lively and hilarious.®
Several students have signed
up for Employee Benefits Law
despite not having any interest
in the subject matter simply be-
cause of his classroom presence
and fair grading standards. This
high enrollment is also why the
Law School has allowed Profes-
sor Doran to take on “passion
projects” such as teaching Na-
tive American or Roman law.
However, true to his personality,
Professor Doran still considers
the two summers he spent as a
dishwasher in a restaurant in the
Seattle Airport as the most fun
job he’s ever had. We hope he
stays at UVA Law forever.

When asked what he wants
the readers of Law Weekly to
know, Professor Doran gave a
piece of profound and insightful
advice: “[REDACTED.]”

knh3zd@virginia.edu

5 Without any sarcasm, this
sounds like a page turner. If
Professor Doran offers Native
American law again, you should
take it, because the body of law
is quite interesting and the con-
cepts are broadly applicable.

6 Youll have to enroll in or-
der to hear the “off the record”
stories he told at lunch. Rest as-
sured, he spilled some hot tea
in his signature captivating-yet-
self-deprecating style.
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ers before me who have left
the paper as healthy as it
is. And I feel fortunate to
have such a supportive Law
School community that cares
to pick up a copy every week
and actually read our some-
times-funny and hopefully-
informative content. Now, as
I begin my tenure as Editor-
in-Chief, I feel a real respon-
sibility to continue to push
the Law Weekly toward ex-
cellence. At this point in the
paper’s rejuvenation, this
year’s leaders have a high
bar to clear if we really want
to improve the Virginia Law
Weekly. Luckily, we have an
enthusiastic editorial board
and strong group of staff
editors who cram into the
office on Monday nights, ea-
ger to produce content and
push the Law Weekly to new
heights.

This coming year, I hope to
make the paper more inter-
active and better serve the
needs of the students, pres-
ent and former, at UVA Law.
I know a lot of you pick up
the paper for the ANGs, the
professor quotes, and the
Sudoku,? and I know some of
you have become loyal read-
ers of our restaurant reviews
and recaps of Law School
events. But I hope to expand
our readership by produc-
ing more exclusive, valuable
content and making it readi-
ly available both in print and

2 Or the rare but valuable
crosswords.

online. I also hope to provide
better means of soliciting
feedback from our readers
so the paper can learn what
you want more of and how
we can better serve you.

With that, I charge those
reading this to reach out to
us. Without our readers,
there is no Virginia Law
Weekly. Tell us what you
like. Tell us what you would
like. Tell us where we can
improve. Engage with us.
During my time as Editor-in-
Chief, my goal is to serve you
and this Law School commu-
nity. After years of dreaming
about this place, I feel so for-
tunate to be able to contrib-
ute to it in this unique and,
for me, unexpected way. To
everyone who is reading this
article: I appreciate your in-
volvement with this paper,
whether it’s scanning the
ANGs every week or read-
ing the pages cover-to-cover.
Help make it a great year and
leave this paper—and this
community—better than we
found it.

messhf@virginia.edu

Cartoon By Raphael
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